
 

January 2020 Lectionary and 

Sermon Themes

Sunday, January 5th

Epiphany of the Lord (Mon, Jan 6th)

"A Strange New World"

Isaiah 60:1-6

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14

Ephesians 3:1-12

Matthew 2:1-12

Sunday, January 12th

Baptism of the Lord

"A Trip to the Jordan River"

Isaiah 42:1-9

Psalm 29

Acts 10:34-43

Matthew 3:13-17

Sunday, January 19th

Second Sunday after Epiphany

"Come and See!"

Isaiah 49:1-7

Psalm 40:1-11

1 Corinthians 1:1-9

John 1:49-42

Sunday, January 26th

Third Sunday after Epiphany

"Follow the Leader"

Isaiah 9:1-4

Psalm 27:1, 4-9

1 Corinthians 1:10-18

Matthew 4:12-23

First United Methodist Church

Platteville, Colorado

Established 1882 - Celebrating 138 years of ministry to the Town of Platteville

Pastor Phillip Vogels     Office 970-785-6158

Cell 970-381-7021

Pastor Phil's office hours are Wednesday and Friday mornings until noon or 1:00pm

If you have questions, suggestions or a contribution for the newsletter,

please contact Pastor Phil at Revphilvogels@gmail.com or

Lyn Nelson, 970-284-6872 ,  lynnels10@gmail.com

Happy New Year!  

This is Pastor and the Church 

Mouse's month off - please 

enjoy our "Jokes and 

Committee Reports" issue and 

we'll see you in February!



Pastor's Report 2019

2019 has been a chaotic year for the Global United Methodist Church as it tries to re-

discover its new identity in relationship to the role and status of LGBTQ peoples in the life of the 

church. As the global church seeks direction, the local churches of Mead and Platteville, 

Colorado, are continuting their ministries to their respective communities.  We are feeding the 

hungry by participating in local food banks as well as using the local church resources for 

those in need.  We are providing shelter and accommodation for those in a tough situation 

financially. We are also showing the love of Christ as we continue to go outside the walls of our 

local churches in order to help people and to draw them into a closer relationship with God 

and Christ.

As part of our spiritual growth process we continue to offer weekly Bible studies at each 

congregation. These studies have been fruitful as we are striving to stretch our faith in ways 

that make us really think about who God is for each of us and how we can best apply it to our 

lives. We continue to pray for one another in our journeys and we continue to lift one another 

up in times of distress and grief.  It is through these personal relationships that we are 

discovering what the real purpose of the church is: To simply love and support one another.

The Mead church has opened its doors to a sister church who was having some problems 

with their own worship building so that they would have a place to worship for a few weeks. 

They have welcomed strangers into their midst and offered help and compassion to many. The 

Mead UMC choir continues to sing God's praises on Sunday mornings and the church comes 

together to worship in a meaningful and spirit-filled manner. You can feel the love overflowing 

each time this group gets together and that is a blessing from Christ.

The Platteville church continues its tradition of the First Friday Meal and we are seeing an 

amazing attendance from many of the people in and around the Platteville community. It is a 

time of warm greetings, lively conversation and wonderful culinary delights! Their outreach 

ministry team has helped several people to get back on their feet and is still connectiing with 

the St. Nicolas Catholic Church to feed people and to provide food boxes and toys during the 

Christmas season. They engage in lively worship and are able to have their hearts gently 

warmed by Jesus in order to go out into the world to be disciples that make a difference.

There have been celebrations of new life and baptisms of those newly initiated into the 

family of God. We have gathered to honor those who have left this world to be in the Church 

Triumphant with God. We have prayed over the sick, celebrated birthdays and anniversaries, 

recognized those who have served this country, and we have loved one another. It is through 

these times, some difficult and some joyous, that we have become connected through 

relationship.

It is my prayer that in the coming year, these relationships will continue to grow and our faith 

will continue to grow, so that we may all continue reaching beyond the walls of our church 

buildings in order to help find the lost, to heal the sick, and to simply be the hands and feet of 

God in a hurting and confused world.

It is my honor to serve these two remarkable congregations.

Pastor Phil

Monday, January 20th, 2020



 

Important Dates to Remember:

Every Friday at 10:30 am             Pastor's Bible Study in the Parsonage meeting room

Every Sunday at 5:00pm              Youth Group

Every Monday at 7:00pm            AA in the Miller Hall Great Room

Friday, January 3rd                    5:00pm to 7:00 pm      First Friday Community Meal 

Sunday, January 5th                  11:00am   Sunday Worship with Communion

Wednesday, January 15th         5:00pm  Administrative Council

Please join us on Friday, January 3rd

5:00pm to 7:00pm

Variety of Soups and Stews

Grilled Ham and Cheese Sandwiches

Congregational Salads

Ice Cream Sundaes Plus+

If you are interested  in helping our church 

provide this meal, please feel free to join in!

Shirlee Davis  970-381-4323

Jeannie Hirsch 970-785-2179

Gail Balcom 719-671-1674 

The baby was coming way too fast so the 

paramedics were called. To make it worse, 

when they arrived, there was a power 

outage. The paramedics asked the four 

year old sister to hold the flashlight for them.

Despite the difficulties, all went well and the 

mother delivered a baby boy. The 

paramedic smacked him on the behind 

and he began to cry.

Looking over at the wide eyed little girl, the 

paramedic asked her what she thought 

about what she had just witnessed. She said, 

"That naughty boy should have never 

crawled in there. Spank him again!"



 

2020 Church Leadership Teams

Church Council

Chair - Judy Bretz

Secretary - Gayla Norgren

Treasurer - Lyn Nelson

Financial Secretary - Debbie Priest 

Finance Chair - Shirlee Davis

Trustee Chair - To be Voted upon Jan 2020

Staff Parish Relations - Chelly Sherman

Hospitality - Shirlee Davis

Lay Member of Annual Conference - Sue States

Spiritual Life/Outreach Committee

Gail Balcom-Chair, Lyle & Dori Hoffman, Lyn Nelson, 

Jeanne Hirsch, Karen Edmiston, Shirlee Davis, Deb Scott, 

Kim Nelson, Dori Hoffman, Mayrene Kiyota, Sue States

Sunday School

Kim Bielz (Coordinator), Adrian and Ryan Burkholder, Ray 

and Lyn Nelson, Kim Nelson

Staff-Parish Relations

Adrian Burkholder, Calvin Cook, Chelly Sherman, Ray 

Edmiston, Joe Ryden, Shirley Richardson, Debbie Priest, 

Curtis Mork

Trustees

Ray Nelson, Ryan Burkholder, Jeanne Hirsch, David Reitz, 

Matt Newcomer, Cassie Lawson, Cathleen Stein,

Pastor Phil Vogels

Lay Leadership (Nominations)

Lyle Hoffman, Kim Bielz, Lyn Nelson, Shirlee Davis, Debbie 

Scott

2019 Staff Parish Relations Report

We have enjoyed a full year with 

Pastor Phil Vogels this year. His 

dedication is felt throughout the church 

and congregation. As the committee 

worked on the evaluation for Pastor Phil, 

we learned more about him. Through this 

process, we learned how he sees his role 

as our pastor how he wants our church 

to grow.

Pastor Phil has brought technology 

into our church. Welcome to 2019! The 

congregation can follow the screen for 

pictorial aids for the sermon, hymns, and 

the program for the morining. He has 

started a youth group for our teens, It is 

great to see them active and involved.

Pastor Phil continues to challenge us 

to follow his sermons and practice the 

message when we leave church. We 

look foward to another year of his 

leadership.

Respectfully submitted,

Debbie Priest, SPRC Chair

Outreach Committe Report 2019

Outreach activities of our church this 

year include:

*  Serving 75-100 meals the first Friday of 

every month at our Community First 

Friday Meal.

*  Participating in Platteville Harvest Days

*  Holding the Holiday Bazaar and Bake 

sale during the month of November.

*  Working the Summer Estate Sale to 

benefit both the Platteville Senior Center 

and the outreach account.

*  Collecting items for United Methodist 

Committee on Relief buckets and 

delivering them to local UMCOR Hub in 

Johnstown to be distributed as needed.

*  Continuing to help people in the 

community who are in teed in terms of 

financial assistance as well as teaming 

up with the Catholic Church to help 

provide food assistance and food boxes.

Gail Balcom, Chair



Board of Trustees Annual Report 2019

Trustee Committee:  Matt Newcomer-Cassie 

Lawson-Pastor Phil Vogels-Ray Nelson-Jeanne 

Hirsch-Dick Bullard-David Reitz-Lyle Hoffman

The Trustees found 2019 to be a very 

challenging year, as many issues surfaced for 

the Trustees to handle.  The Trustees worked 

together to meet the challenges as they 

came with team work, dedication, and a 

strong will to serve the Lord.

In March, the Trustees contracted handrails 

to be installed on the east and west steps 

going up to the altar. This was a much 

needed improvement as it made the steps to 

the Altar much safer for our members.

In June, the Trustees contracted the 

installation of automatic door-openers on the 

restroom doors in Miller Hall to assist people 

with handicap issues. The Trustees are always 

looking for ways to make our church more 

accessible for everyone.

In July, the Trustees installed an electric 

front sign. This sign greatly improves 

communication with the Platteville community 

concerning our ongoing events such as 

Sunday service, Sunday School, First Friday 

Community Meals, AA Meetings, Garage 

Sales, Bake Sales, Outreach Help services, and 

the list goes on and on.

The Trustees are now engaged in a project 

concerning our Parsonage. The goal is to 

make improvements that will bring our 

Parsonage up to a standard that will allow us 

to house a Pastor should the need arise. The 

Trustees realize, with the sharp rise in the cost 

of housing, it is very important not to under-

estimate the importance of this project.

As we turn to 2020, the goal of the Trustees 

is to continue to work in harmony with the 

membership, other committees, and Pastor 

Phil to maintain our buildings in such a way 

that we can all be proud of.

Lyle Hoffman (Trustee Chair)

Platteville Youth Group Year-End Report

This has been an exciting year as we have re-

engaged with the Youth at the Platteville UMC and 

have restarted weekly Youth Group! We meet each 

Sunday evening from 5-7pm, typically gathering at 

the parsonage. We spend the first few minutes of 

each meeting "checking in" with one another, telling 

how our week has gone and what challenges or joys 

like ahead for the coming week.

We do spend soe quality time getting to know our 

Bibles as we learnabout the relevant things that our 

youth are going through such as acceptance, 

bullying, forgiveness, and why we choose to follow 

Jesus. These sessions typically last close to an hour 

and we use a variety of media such as video and 

song in order to connect with the weekly lesson.

In addition to learning we have fun! We have 

been utilizing the Ping Pong table in the parsonage 

and I must say we are getting pretty good! We also 

play various other games and team building 

exercises in and around the church buildings.

This past year we traveled to Longmont for a look 

into haow the youth and people of other countries 

live by visiting a temporary display set up by 

Samaritan's Purse. It was a very windy day, so we 

only got to see one country before it was shut down 

due the high wind danger. It was quite the 

adventure and we ended the day with much 

earned ice cream!!

We strive to provide an atmosphere of trust where 

the youth are free to ask any questions that come to 

mind to that we can help them grow in their own 

spiritual lives. We look forward to a few more field 

trips and a possible "lock-in" at the church. It is a joy 

to work with the youth of the Platteville UMC.

Sue States and Pastor Phil

We may not have it all 

together, but together we 

have it all!



Finance Committee Report for 2019

The job of the Finance Committee in any church can be stressful at times, but it is with great joy 

and gratitude that we report that the wonderful generosity and commitment of our church’s 

membership has de-stressed the Finance Committee’s job in 2019.

The members of the Finance Committee continue to meet monthly with Pastor Phil to review and 

discuss our financial condition. The committee continues to be comprised of Shirlee Davis as Finance 

Chair, Debbie Priest as Financial Secretary and Lyn Nelson as Treasurer.  

The distribution of duties remained the same in 2019 and is projected to remain the same in 2020.  

Shirlee Davis creates deposit records, makes the deposits and transfers, and audits the reconciled bank 

statements.  Debbie Priest continues to track giving and creates the membership tax records at the 

end of the year as well as paying the bills and keeping a record to share with Lyn.  Lyn Nelson 

reconciles bank statements, submits payroll and other governmental reports, creates the financial 

statements and prepares budgets.  As always, we are looking for folks who would like to observe or 

participate in the preparation of the Annual Audit.

We feel like we are repeating ourselves every year, but it is truly with great joy and thanksgiving 

that we report that for the twelfth consecutive year we have been able to contribute the entire 10% + 

3% payable to our wider missions and support all of the many activities of our U.S. and world-wide 

connectional church.  

Due to the efforts of the Trustees and their Adopt-a-Project system, many of the building 

maintenance projects completed this year did not adversely affect the budget.  The Outreach 

Committee, as well, has made it possible for our continued work in the community to be well-funded 

and separate from our General Fund budget.

With the Lord’s blessing, we will remain a healthy, sharing and blessed congregation for many years!

Lyn Nelson and Shirlee Davis

Platteville UMC Education Report

Our Sunday School program is going strong this year! We had a wonderful group of dedicated 

teachers who were able to offer sunday school consistently throughout the year. We currently have a 

core gorup of 5-10 kids in the preschool-primary program with our teachers Adrian and Ryan 

Burkholder, Lyn and Ray Nelson, Kim Nelson and Kimberly Bielz. We continued to have Sue States 

offering Bible study to our 3-4 older kids (Intermediate-High School). These kids continue to do more 

Bible focused studies and are able to sit through part of the Sunday service and help with the collection 

of the offering each week.

The education team has continued to forgo the purchase of a pre-existing Sunday School 

curriculum, as we have found that curriculums were not lining up with the lectionary being used during 

worship. In place of this, we are still creating lessons on our own utiizing resources like the Bible, internet, 

children's story books and videos that will coincide with the gospels that Pastor Phil presents during the 

children's sermon and regular workship. Our lessons include a craft, activity, and/or snack as well. We 

also choose one holiday a year to create weekly decorations for our church entryway.

Overall, we continue to be very happy with the direction and results of our education program this 

year. I want to thank both the teachers and our congregation for helping to model for our youth what 

exemplary Christians look like in today's society. We look forward to continuing to spread the work of 

God and the UMC values to our kids as they learn and grow in our church.

Respectfully submitted,   Kimberly Bielz

A mother went to wake her son for church one Sunday morning. 

When she knocked on his door, he said, "I'm not going!"

"Why not?" asked his mother.

"I'll give you two good reasons," he said. "One, they don't like me. Two, I don't like them."

His mother replied, "I'll give you two good reasons why YOU WILL go to church. 

One, you're 47 years old. Two, you're the pastor!"


